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A vi Dikourls, that owed its birth to your commands, 
betakes itſelf of courſe to your protection. It was 
upon the hint, you gave me, of the propriety of an at- 
tempt of this nature, in theſe times, that I threw my 
thoughts together on this ſubject; and that they now ap- 
pear in the world, is owing to the intimation, I had 
from you, of the very favorable reception, they had met 


with, among ſome of the firſt characters in this place. 


To their friendſhip I had been too greatly indebted, 


in a late inſtance, A ſuſpect their fincerity 3 - and af 


yours fir! I have had too many proots, in the courſe 
of a long acquaintance, to entertain any doubt. All 

I have to fear is, that after all perhaps, ſome partiality 
of this ſort may have entered, too deeply, into the 
approbation of this performance.——Be that as it will 
T owe too great deference to their, and your opinion, 


not to venture it abroad under ſuch a ſanction. 


1 am, Sir, with much an 15 


Sid. Suſ. Coll. 
Oct. 30. 1745, 
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Jour m obedient humble Servant, 


A 2 . GARNETT. 
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| Lately 2 ;ſoed, by the 2 Author. 


1 be New Creation a Hate of Profle . A Sermon Pens in his 
e s Chapel at Whitehall, on Sunday Feb, 10, 173 . 


A Sermon preach'd at S Mary's Church in Cambridge, before 7 
the VO ee at the 175 held e 14, 741. e 


R 0 M. XII. It. 


Not Arhful i in buff neſs ; fervent in ſpirit ; ; 
. the Lord. 


T has been the complaint of moſt ages, (far from being peculiar 
to the preſent) that religion, though a ſubje&, into which 
there have been the moſt enquiries, has been generally found to 
have in it the moſt errors, In proportion, as men miſtook, either 
in their conceptions of the deity, or of themſelves, they have miſap- 
0 prehended, more or leſs groſsly, the buſineſs of religion, and ſome- 
times by too wanton an indulgence of conjecture, have run into 
refinement, at others, by too rigid an adherence to the letter, have 
fallen ſhort of the true ſpirit, and genius of the goſpel, It is to one 
or other of theſe cauſes, that we are indebted, for that particular 
ſpecies of enthuſiaſm, which, regardleſs of all civil and ſocial con- 
nexions, has placed the whole of religion in an auſtere and rigid 
piety ; as if the reſolution of that important queſtion, Maſter, 
what ſhall J do to inherit eternal life? lay within the narrow 
compaſs of, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God only, and no regards, 
either of our neighbour or ourſelyes, had any ſhare in our Saviour's 

_ anſwer, 5 / 
True indeed it is, that continuing inſtant in prayer is the 
language, as it is too one of the principal duties, of chriſtianity, 
and to pray without ceaſing, an expreſs precept of one of its firſt, 
and beſt preachers; but from hence to infer, that there is there- 
fore no time to be expended, upon the ſeveral duties of men's re- 
ſpective callings, that there is no regard to be had, of the relative 
duties of life, is a concluſion, as unfair and unreaſonable in itſelf, 
as foreign to the purport and deſign of our Apoſtle, who at the 
ſame time, that he recommends ſuch fervent and inceſſant prayer, 


has 
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has made expreſs proviſion for every other duty, and declared 
in particular, that if any man provide not for his own, eſpecially for 
thoſe of bis own . be has denied the faith and i is worſe than an 
11fidel. | 
Conſidered therefore barely as the practice of piety, Wien 
muſt needs appear a very narrow and confined diſpenſation, ab- 
ſtracted too much from the common apprehenſions of mankind, 
and too little connected with their buſineſs in the preſent world; 
likely indeed enough to produce much blind zeal and devotion, 
but never to ſupply the place, if in fact it may attone for the 
neglect, of any one known duty. Pure religion and undefiled before 
God, the Apoſtle will tell us, carries along with it much more en- 
larged ſentiments of things, and comprehends, in the very notion of 
it, a much wider ſphere of action, than piety towards God. 7 
vit the fatherleſs and widow in their affliftions, to perform all 


the offices of humanity and charity towards our neighbour ; and, 


above all, to preſerve our own private virtue, and &eep ourſetves 
unſpotted from the world, is a moſt amiable picture of true 
religion, including all the duties, incident to our condition in 
this life, every conſideration, that reſults from the relation we 
bear to our neighbour, as well as every duty we owe to our 
Maker. 5 N 
Agreably to this account of the matter, Chriſtianity has not only 
pointed out to us the ſeveral diſtin&t branches of duty, but has 
preſſed upon us the diligent diſcharge of them, from motives the 
moſt intereſting, and in a manner the moſt earneſt and affectionate; 
has conveyed to us the nature and condition of our chriſtian 
calling, under ſuch figures, as import the greateſt activity, as well as 
diligence; has happily reconciled labor and induſtry with devotion 
and piety, and deems it as great a breach of office, to be cori / 
in buſineſs, as to be wanting in fervency of ſpirit. It has 
taught us, that a proper attention to each of theſe, at their proper 
ſeaſons, 
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| ſeaſons, is ſtrictly and properly religion, and that we can nevet 
be more innocently or more worthily employed, never give 
greater glory to our creator, than when engaged in thoſe exer- 
ciſes, that beſt anſwer the ends of our creation; that to be careleſs 
therefore, or unactive, in our reſpective callings, is as offenſive to 
God, as it is beneath the dignity of human nature. 

The deſign therefore, of the following diſcourſe, is to ew, 


that there is in fact no condition of life, that can exempt a man 

from labor, and that ſlothfulneſs in buſineſs, or luke warmneſs in 
religion, at the ſame time that it is the moſt unnatural ſtate, is 
a ſtate, the moſt prejudicial to our virtue, and the moſt de- 


ſtructive of our happineſs, 
In this reſpect, chriſtianity has made little or no variation from 


the law of nature. In the ſweat of thy ace ſhalt thou eat bread, 


Fill thou return to the ground, was man's early doom upon * 
diſobedience; and if any man work not, neither ſhall he eat, is 
ſtill, in ſome ſenſe, the condition of his exiſtence. If indeed ſome 


by birth, others by fortunes, and others again by profeſſion, ſeem 
placed above the neceſſity of manual labor, out of the reach of 


want, and conſequently above the pains and anxieties, incident to 
the narrower ſtations; yet is this no breach into the natural con- 

ſtitution of things, no real exception to the general rule of labor 
and induſtry ; for though all alike be not deſtined to bodily toil, 
yet all alike are deſtined to toil, of ſome kind or other, all upon 


the whole working towards the common good, and anſwering the 
_ reſpective ends of their being, It is from that viſible diverfity of 


gifts, natural as well as moral, fo beautifully ſcattered through 


the different ranks of mankind, that we find them ranged in 


different orders and profeſſions, each ſuited to his particular 


abilities, each requiring his utmoſt attention, All of them have 
their diſtin& ſpheres of action aſſigned them, and labor and toil are 


as much the portion of him, who ſits at the helm, as of thoſe, to 
whoſe ſhare it falls to work the veſſel. 
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This accordingly i is the light, in which our bleſſed Saviour has 
conſidered this matter, in the parable of the talents : for not on 
either the weight, or number of the falents themſelves, but on the 
uſe and improvement of them, depended the reward reſerved for 
the ſervants, at their Lord's coming. It was their diligence and 

management, the intereſt they had made of them, by trafficking 

in the public ſtocks, during his abſence, that he commended; and 
it was for his indolence and negligence, for his not applying them 
to the purpoſes, for which he had recieved them, that he con- 

demned the wicked and flothful ſervant. Induſtry in ſhort was 
the point he recommended. Occupy till I come] was the charge 
he gave them, and this too, without we of perſons, from 
the higheſt to the loweſt of them. 

View indeed the MAN oF ForT UNES, chathed in purple and 

fine linen, and fareing ſumptuouſiy every day, diſſolved perhaps in 
eaſe, or ſunk in pleaſures, one would be tempted to conclude him a 
cChbaracter, highly to be envied for his repole ; but ſurvey him at the 
ſame time, beſet with a thouſand temptations, to which that condition 
of life is peculiarly expoſed, his paſſions charmed by every vanity, 
and ſollicited by every vice, himſelf in poſſeſſion, all the while, of all 
_ the means that lead to it, with cuſtom to countenance it, and gene- 
rally ſpeaking, with miniſters enough at hand to gratify, as well as 
excite it; what pains muſt ſach a man be at, to keep mel, un- 
| ſpotted from the world ? how hardly muſt he enter into the 
kingdom of God? what a continual guard muſt he have upon 
himſelf, that his fortunes betray him not into luxury and riot, into - 
profaneneſs and irreligion! ? how cautious mult he be, that his very 
table become not a ſnare 2 take. himſelf withat, ana thoſe things, 


—— — ä — — — 


— — — © 


„ Toke 19. I 3. Deuſueratoarts rather trade or traffick.. Ileeſpalulu; a- 
Opowoc, © 0 % ⁰ x EMTONGIOG Suid. and this ſenſe of the word correſponds 
exactly with rogevbels IAI „% auh. Matt. 25+ 16. which is well eee, : 
he went and traded with . 


ch. 
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which, under a diſereet management, 0, have been for his 
wealth, prove not, by his ſupineneſs, re occaſion of bis fall. 
ing Alf ſuperior to theſe attacks, he preſerve his virtue, and fit 
down determined to make his fortunes as diffuſive, and beneficial 

as he can, what thought again will it coſt him, to make his pub- 
lic ſpirit conſiſt with the regards of private oeconomy ? what cau- 
tion and circumſpection, to ſee, that at the fame time His fortufles 
are not hoarded avariciouſly, they be not laviſhed profuſely? what 
pains muſt he be at, in looking well to the cultivation and im- 
provement of his eſtate, that it may anſwer all the demands of 


hoſpitality and generoſity, of public utility, and chriftian charity? 
Much the ſame ſort of difficulties attend the Man or Power 


too, in reſpe& of his virtue. To ſay ro this man, Go! and he goeth, 
to another, Come! and he -cometh; to be careſſed and flattered 
with the compliment of every virtue, is a ſituation, too delicate for 
human vanity, not to improve to its own. gratification,” Ttisa 
point of light, which weak heads cannot bear F] and not to oppreſs 
the liberties of mankind, under fo many temptations, as well as 
opportunities of doing i it, requires a better heart too than com- 
mon, eſpecially if we take into the account the unreaſonable i op- 
; poſition, thateven the moſt reaſonable exerciſe of power is ſare to 
encounter,—Should he not ſplit on- ſome or other of theſe rocks, 
yet to ſteer amid the madneſs of the people, with {kill and dex- 
| terity; to have to do with the jealouſy and the envy, the vices 
and the follies of the world; to diſtinguiſh always t true merit, amid 
ſuch : a variety of pretenſions to it, ſo as to give no offenſe to good 
men, and no countenance to bad ones; to preſerve the peace and 
order of the world, among ſo many Arn intereſts and "PO 


b:# &-« 


3 a vaſt! mfG offiodſerbitidn, experience. 9 
ment f admit of but little refpite fromthe moſt intenſe thoughts 
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and application; and have one diſcoura ging circumſtance generally 
attending them, that at the ſame time they deſerve the warmeſt 
acknowledgments, it is but very rarely their good fortune to. re- 
cieve them. 

Thus far then there plainly ariſes no exception to, that univerſal 
law of our natures, labor and induſtry ; it is not the lot only of the 
Poor and indigent, of the mercantile, the military, or the mechanic 
life; but of every fortune, ſeemingly the moſt removed from it; 
the ſmall and the great, the ſervant and his maſter, the prince and 
the peaſant, all are doomed to it, and born to trouble * as . 
and as naturally too, as the ſparks fly upwards, 
.Not-leſs ſa the Man or LETTERS; a character, too apt to be 
; envied, far its ſeeming eaſe and e ion from the world, and too 
frequently miſtaken therefore, for a lazy and an indolent one. Vet 
the buſineſs of it is no leſs, than the whole compaſs of ſcience, the 
_ endleſs ſearch after truth, The queſtion, put by the Roman Go- 
vernor, What is truth? himſelf left unreſolved, and where to find it 
is a point, as undetermined by the philoſopher ; ; we muſt dig deep 
before we. come to it, and labor ſtoutly &er we maſter it. 5 
Neither is religious, any more than ſpeculative knowledge, to be 
arrived at, without much ſtudy and application; for chriſtianity itſelf, 
how plain and intelligible ſoever, is not, like ſelf-evident maxims, 
intuitively ſo, but it is matter of inference and deduction ; a convicti- 
on of its truth is not forced upon us, but left to be collected by cloſe 
attention to premiſes and concluſi 10ns, and, in common with all other 
fcience, to be ſuppe tied by argument. Were our buſineſs in this re- 
ſped, barely to guard againft error, yet { ſo thick, and at the ſame time 


— artfully, have the tares been ſow), that to ſeparate them from he 


good ſeed, is a work of infinite labor and difficulty. Thorns and 
thiſtle are not more frequent, or more norious, to the natural 


8 ® tay: the nnd in the eriginal, Job 5. 7 Fonifie the-labor both of the body and 


| mind, and E we find, it uſed, Mw 2. 10. my heart * D D 4 in all 
27 8 | 


face 
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face of the earth, than thoſe have proved prejudicial to learning 


and religion ; and he who goes about to reſcue truth, from the 
falſe gloſſes of art, or the perplexities of error, will find it a work, 
perhaps more pleaſing, but certainly not leſs laborious, than his, 
who either ſweats at the forge, or follows the plough _ 
It is an enemy indeed, that bas done this; and of all the enemies, 


which chriſtianity has encountered, from its firſt promulgation, 


there is none, which has either ſapped its foundations more obſti- 


nately, or attacked its ſtrong-holds more deſperately, than that 
very church, which yet forſooth would boaſt the greateſt antiqui- 
ty, and moſt apoſtolic purity, The many ſubtleties and ſophiſtries 


of her doctors, in ſome of'the plaineſt, and moſt intelligible truths 
of the goſpel; the depoſing, abſolving, and diſpenſing doctrines, 


thoſe bulwarks of her political ſupremacy, have cut out more 
work, for the defenders of the chriſtian faith, than all the efforts 


of modern infidelity, or all the intricacy of antient hereſy. 


The pomp and pageantry of her worſhip, with the whole re- 


tinue of pious frauds, and impious pretenſe to miracle, have in- 
troduced into the world ſuch ſtrange opinions, of the nature and 
conſtitution of the church of Chriſt, as calls for all the aids of 


argument to baffle ; and he, who goes about to ſtrip that church 


of all her foppery and ſuperſtition, and bring her down to the 


plainneſs and fimplicity of the goſpel, has a happy eſcape, if his 


ſincerity, as well as zeal for the goſpel itſelf, be not called in 


queſtion, Yet has this been the engine, with which, the church 
of Rome has ever wrought the moſt ſucceſsfully ; the bulk of man- 


kind, ſhe very well knows, is beft caught with outward ſhew 


and ſolemnity, and, for the reſt, they, who have no inward 
regard for virtue and piety, will in all likelihood make amends. 


for all, by falling in with that church, that has the moſt of out- 
ward pomp and ceremony, Thus did the Phariſees of old, 


who, to Lo rid of the obligations to inward purity and holineſß, 


B 2 took 


* 
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took the ſhorter cut of compounding for them, by an external 
ſanctity, making clean the out-fide of the cup and platter, at the 
ſame time that within they were full of all uncleanneſs and exceſs. 
But it is not the ceremonial only of that church, but its doc- 
|  trine, and its diſcipline too, that we have to encounter. Incom- 
plete indeed Were the reformation, we have made from it, if we 
1 have eaſt off only t the yoke, of an abſurd and ſer vile ritual; a yoke, 
1 | vieh neither ave, nor our fathers were able to bear, and have not 
at the fame time reformed the more material errors and corrup- 

tions, both in faith and practice. Errors indeed, where they begin and 
end too in ſpeculation, are entitled rather to our compaſſion, than 

| call for our reſentments. No church in the chriſtian world, except 
| the Romiſn, ever yet pretended an exemption from them, and yet, 
unhappily for her, no church, in the chriſtian world, ever furniſhed 
| | half ſo many, or ſo glaring inſtances of them; but whatever may be 
| the caſe with theſe, corruptions and innovations, in ſuch a ſtanding 
| rule of faith and manners, as the goſpel, have no pretenſe to the pri- 
| vilege of error; they are plainly the reſuit of art and contrivance, 
= the effects of cool thought and deliberation, and calculated for the 
| ſapport of worldly. pride or intereſt. It is ſome or other of theſe 
| | conſiderations, : that have induced men to flatter the vices, or the 
| vanities, of their hearers, by unfaithful and corrupt interpretations 
= of the word of God, and tempted them to advance ſuch con- 
venient ſuperſtitions, as in their turn advance the convenience of 

the preacher ; like thoſe falſe teachers, branded by St. Paul, who 
ſubvert whole houſes, teaching things they ought not, for filthy lucre's 
ſake ; how unlike the good paſtor he has drawn, 4 pattern, in all 


things, of good works, in TW Shewi 8 uncorruptiſs, gravi 9, 
= * Wot: 


| Here again ariſes freſh matter of buſi noe; tothe Min ISTERS OF 
= THE GOSPEL) the very buſineſs indeed ſuggeſted in the text. The 
n — 1 juſt before Gunted the mutual connection, of all the 
im members 


preached before the Univerſity af Cambridge. 9 
members of Chriſt's body, with each other, and the variety of gifts, 
communicated reſpectively to each ofthem, procedes to ſpecify more 
particularly their ſeveral uſes, and intentions.” Having then, ſays he, 
gifts, differing according to the grace that is given us, whether pro- 

 phecy, let us propheſy according to the proportion of faith; or miniſtry, 
let us wait on our miniſtring ; or he that teachetb, on teaching ; or he 
that exhorteth, on exhortation; he that giveth, let him do it with 
Simplicity ; be that ruleth, with diligence ; be that ſheweth mercy, 
with chearfulneſs. He then concludes the whole, with an earneſt 
recommendation of love, both of God and our neighbour, and, as 
the ſureſt teſtimony we can give of it, of induſtry 1 in our chri- 


ſtian calling; not e in you, fervent in ſhirit, e the 
- 


This we have to do, in common with other chriſtians ; but 
then the buſineſs of the miniſtry, of teaching, and of exhortation, 
belongs of courſe to thoſe only, who are more immediately called 
to it, and their proportion of diligence, in this reſpect, is to be de- 

termined by the proportion of faith. In this view of the miniſterial 
function, we ſhall fiad but little reaſon to conclude in favor of its 
repoſe ; for to feed the flock of Cbriſt, not as Lords over God's heri- 
tage, but as examples to the flock ; to take heed to themſelves, as well 
as their doftrine, and fill the poſts aſſigned them with dignity and 
integrity, might well be looked upon a work, of as great labor, 


as it is confeſſedly of importance to religion; but, beyond al! 


this, to refute the arguments, detect the frauds, and expoſe the 


ſophiſtry of the adverſary, to guard againſt the attacks, not of = 


hereſy only, but of all that infidelity and deiſm, which would un- 
dermine all the foundations of moral virtue, ſuppoſes of courſe a 


larger compaſs of reading and argument, and a greater ſhare too of 
labor and watchfulneſs. 


Hoy induſtrious the prieſts, of the church of Rome, of late years 
have been to diffuſe her poiſon, can be no ſecret by this time; or 


if 
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jf it be a ae it is a reproach to our vigilance, that it is ſo; what 


converts they have made, in the very face of the ſevereſt laws, 
againſt making converts, may beſt be gathered from the amazing 
increaſe of popery, in theſe kingdoms. Where indeed has been the 
policy, in ſuffering the growth of ſo great an evil, -concerns not the 


preacher to enquire, but if the glorious principles of moderation 
and charity, if the lenity and great good nature, of our government 


gave the handle to it, never was great good nature ſo groſly abuſed ; 


and whether in the end we may not have ſacrificed, too largely in 
this caſe, to moderation, conſequences will beſt diſcover. Charity 


indeed beareth all things, but it muſt be a ſtretch of it, beyond the 
meaning of St. Paul's expreſſion, if itendureth all things —Miſtake 


me not, I mean not to call down fire from heaven, to conſume our 
adverſary, nor to inſinuate any the leaſt argument in favor of perſe- 
cution. All I mean is, that the beſt religion in the world, the 
| moſt auſpicious to our liberties, and the moſt ſalutary to our ſouls, 


has a right to be ſupported, againſt the incroachments of one, cal- 
culated for the ſubverſion of all the natural, as well as religious 


rights of mankind, and that to keep it under the reſtraints, our 
laws have provided, is not perſecution, but ſelf-defenſe. 


Sure Jam, what learning and argument, what reaſon and conviction 
could do, has been done on our parts. The long and laborious 
controverſy, ſet on foot in a late reign, with the ſtouteſt champions 
of Rome, was carried on with that maſterly learning, that remark- 


able temper, and that chriſtian piety, on our ſide, and turned out 


at laſt ſo much to the advantage of the proteſtant cauſe, that it 


reflects the greateſt honor on the cauſe itſelf, as well as its advo- 


cates; and if from that period, the enemy hath been driven to his 


laſt reſource, practiſing upon the ignorance, and availing himſelf 
of the corruption of the vulgar, it is an argument indeed, that he is 
.diſtrefled; but from his diſtreſs, no ſecurity will accrue to us. 


Tncumbent it will ſtill be dpon us, to n him through all his 


darkeſt 
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darkeſt receſſes, and ſpread our antidote wide at leaſt, as his in- 


fection. To be either flothful, or ſecure, in a buſineſs of ſo great 


conſequence, would' be moſt ingloriouſly giving up the cauſe, our 


fore-fathers ſo gallantly maintained,. and ſome of the earlieſt of 


them ſo greatly died for. 
Would to God indeed, that the corruption, that is in the world 


 #hrough fin, neither gave our enemies theſe advantages, nor ourſelves 
the pains of retrieving them! Would to God, he whole congregation 


were holy, every one of them ! but when-ſuch a coldneſs and indif- 
ference to all religion appears, with fo little reſerve, in high life, 
and ſuch an open diſſoluteneſs of manners, with ſo little reſtraint, 


in all orders and degrees of men; when common ſwearing and blaſ- 


phemy, intemperance and extravagance; lewdneſs and debauchery, 


are grown ſo barefaced in a country, that calls itſelf. chriſtian, 
it is no great matter, in truth, what name we give to our religion; if 
it be its climate only, that we have ſhifted, the exchange, from hot to 
cold, is not much in our favor, and we are diſtant, far as ever, from 
the true temperature of chriſtianity. In ſhort, if from the narrow- 


neſs of popery, we have fled to all the latitude of infidelity, we 
are no gainers at leaſt by the enlargement, or if inſtead of being 


ſuperſtitious, we be grown irreligious, the more likely are we to 
return to the point we ſet out from; for the religion, we pro- 


feſs, muſt. ſuffer, in. proportion to- our want of concern for the 


ſucceſs of it, and this again muſt languiſn, in proportion to 


our want of ſpirit and fervency, in the practice of it; and when 
we are once grown careleſs, and indifferent, about the. proteſtant 


cauſe, there is no doubt, but the popiſh. is both: too watchful, | 


and too vigorons, not to ſeize the advantage. 
But by this time ſure we have ſeen our miſtake; a miſtake, that 


muſt prove as fatal to our politicks, as ruinous to our religion. But 
yeſterday, it would not have been believed, ſuch was our ſupineneſs! 


| that a popiſh pretender was either ſo Vain, or ſo deſperate, : as to try 
| n 
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once more his foxtage amongſt us. Thoſe, tbat wiſhed ill to our 
government, cheriſhed the unbelief, and even ſome, who withed 
well to it, treated it with an air of gaiety; he had fet up his ban- 

' vers, er ſotne would be perſwaded, he had ſet foot in theſe king- 
doms; and nothing, ſhort of the havock that enſued, would have 
convinced others, of the reality of his deſigns upon us, or of the 

iniquity of the meaſures, with which he was to perſue them; as 

if an expedition, hatched in the cabinets of FRA N and Sp Arx, 
and ſanctified with the pious benediction, of THE MosT HoL Y 

FATHER, could fail either in point of artifice, or wickedneſs, and 
the inſtrument, they had made uſe of, were _ to "ow leſs | 
active, than thoſe that employed him. ” 

Vet, though we may be of a careleſs ſpirit,” experience bas = 
length ſhewn him, that we are not of an abje& one, when the 

danger is brought home to us; what pity, it muſt come ſo near 
before we take the alarm! if the diſtance of our armies, en- 
gaged abroad in the ſervice of our allies, and in defenſe of 

the liberties of EuRO 2, gave him the unlucky opportunity, of 

1 . trying the experiment, upon one part of theſe kingdoms, yet its 
3 ſucceſs, in every other, may by this time have convinced him, 

© that it is: not on the arms only, but on the hearts of the people, 15 

. our ſecurity is founded; that the ſanguin aſſurances, he had been 
| ey flattered with, of either diſaffection to our lawful King upon the 
_ throne, or of affection to his pretenſions to it, were the dreams 
|. CE hs only of idle perſons; of men, who underſtood but little the temper 
= of a people, happy in the full enjoyment of their liberties and their 
religion,” or that they were at beſt the liſt deſperate efforts, of 

| ſome factious ſeditious ſpirits, who having made ſhipwreck of faith 
and a good conſcience, ſerupled not to put all to hazard; who, happy 
enough in the chance of broken Plants and boards, at the long run, 


for their own elcape, reſolyed to run the weſſel aground on the _ - 
re. If theſe, or whatever elſe, w were the motives, that have tempted 


d 


him 
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him to venture the heir of his pretenſions amongſt us, Be it known 
unto him ! that we will not ſerve him, neither will we worſhip the 
golden image, that he hath ſet up. Be it known unto him! that he 
God, whom we ſerve, is able to deliver us, and we truſt too, rather 
indeed upon the conviction of repeted Jeliverances, than our own 
deſerts, that he will ſill deli ver us from the jaws of theſe lions. 

In the mean time, thanks for once to our enemies! the maſk is now 
thrown off, and the controverſy, between us and them, put upon the 
faireſt, andthe ſhorteſt iſſue, The queſtion reſts upon the ſimple foot- 
ing, where the prophet reſted it with the old idolaters of 1/-ae/;Gop 


or BAAL? in other words, a PROTESTANT KiNG, or a PopisY 


PRETENDER ? Were it a queſtion merely of words or names, whether 
this or that party ſhould take the lead, we might, as we have long 
done, bear with it; but now that it is matter of wrong and wicked 

7 jewdneſs of luſt for power, and paſſion for enſlaving us, we muſt 
each man ok to it. The reſolution of the queſtion lies indeed 
within a narrow compaſs. It is to reſolve only, whether darkneſs 
be more eligible than light, or, what is the ſame thing, falſe than 
true religion. It is to reſolve only, whether a ſtate of implicit 
faith, or of free enquiry, be the moſt reaſonable ſervice? if deſpotic 
power can ever be made conſiſtent with the genius of a free 
government, or an Inguiſition compatible with liberty of conſcience? 
Alt can be no queſtion, after the reſolution of theſe, whether one, 
born to all the prejudices of popery, and educated in all the higheſt 


maxims of ſuperſtition and perſecution, can diſpute the prize, either 


of our affections, or of our allegiance, with a prince, by natureinclined, 
and by long and happy experience formed to rule, and protect 
us; a prince, who has confeſſedly all the courage, and ſpirit, of an 
Engliſhman ; his enemies have felt it; with all the probity and 
bumanitys his ſubjects have experienced it; of a Proteſtant. 

Happy ſure are the people that are in fuch a caſe ! doubly fo, 
who have too the Lord for their Coe In juſtice to them, it muſt be 


_ faid, 
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ſaid, they have at length ſhewn a thorough ſenſe of their happinek, 

and proved they were not light upon the balance, at a time, when 
their weight was to determine the welfare, or miſery, of this nation; 
they have given univerſally the moſt. ſolemn pledges, of their un- 
| ſhaken zeal to our moſt holy religion, and of their warmeſt af- 
fections to our moſt gracious King, at a time, when any leſs, than 
the warmeſt and moſt unſhaken, muſt have given the adverſary 
an occaſion of triumph. The hearts of all bis ſubjecbs are at length 


become as the heart of one man, and to give the moſt unqueſtionable 


proof, of the ſincerity of their reſolutions, their hands too are all . 
exerted in his ſervice; however otherwiſe circumſtanced, as to call- 
ing or profeſſion, in this one point, as in "mew proper center, all 


their labors have been united. | . 


Tur wEAPONs indeed of our warfare, in theſe ſeats, ſacred to 
learning and religion, are not carnal, but mighty, through God, for 


_ pulling down of ſirong-holds, and every thing, that exalteth itſelf againſ? 
the knowledge of God; they have pulled down by turns hereſy and 


infidelity, and ſhaken more than once the infallibility of the papal 
chair. It is the natural bent of our ſtudies and reſearches, to diſtin- 
guiſh truth from error, and it is our juſt glory, to expoſe the one, 


and cheriſh the other, where-ever we find it; and if for the better 


proſecution of theſe ends, we be ſequeſtered j ina good meaſure from 


all ſecular employs, that we may attend the buſineſs of the Lord 
_ without diſiraction, yet the vigorous ſtep &, we have already taken, 


ſhews plainly, that we think it no. privilege of ours, to bear no 
ſhare in the common burden, and whenever the i iniquity of the 
times ſhall call us to it, I truſt, we ſhall not come a whit bebind the 
obiefeſt, and beſt of our country 5 and relſzion $ friends, nor think 


* The ee en and IVRSTRIATION) A at 1 1 time entered i into by the 
Whole body of che Univer, fi | 
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our profeſſion any the leaſt pretenſe for our ination. This we may 8 


be ſure of, if judgement begin not at the houſe of God, it muſt infallibly 
end there, and though we be not perhaps the firſt, we are yet the 
| moſt devoted facrifice, to a popiſh ſucceſſion. | 


To juſtify the truth of this obſervation, we need not go far be- 


yond our own times, nor yet to form a judgement of the ſhare, we 
are to bear in ſuch a ſituation, need we ſearch far back into our 
own annals. The late attempts upon us, in the reign of king 
James, gave us too ſenſible proofs of the treatment, we might have 
expected from him, had he ſtood his ground; and we, in return, gave 
him too ſtrenuous an oppoſition to all his menaces, diſpenſations, © 
and mandamuses, to deſerve any favors at his hands; we courted 
them not upon ſuch terms, and upon any, ſhort of an implicit | 


obedience, we were ſure, we could not have them. 


It is no wonder therefore, that in the long liſt of the royal founders 
and patrons, of this our antient UNIVERSITY, now to berecited, we 
have no mention of a name, ſo inauſpicious to learning and liberty. 5 


Kings bad been our nur ſing-fatbers, and Queens our nurſing- mothers, 


and not a prince beſides, from the Reformation down to this day, 


who had not thought us worthy their royal patronage and pro- 


tection, and who had not, in ſome ſhape or other, made proviſion 


for our liberties, our ſupport, or our improvement. To the im- 


mortal honor, of the preſent royal family, it ought to be 
remarked, that they have equalled at leaſt, if not exceded, the 


munificence of all their illuſtrious predeceſſors, and poured in upon 


us one of the largeſt, and moſt valuable, treaſures of printed 
books, and manuſcripts, in the three kingdoms, What had been 

rarely, if ever, practiſed, they have charged their royal revenue 
with payments very conſiderable, for the A IN of learning 


and good manners, in this our W oy 
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We are, now aſſembled, to bleſs and praiſe Almighty God, for 
theſe, and all other our patrons and benefactors, and for putting it 
into the hearts of ſo many, and withal of ſuch diſtinguiſhed cha- 
racters, to contribute to the cauſe of learning and true religion.— 
What remains, on our parts, is to perſue the ends of our inſtitu- 
tion, diligently and conſcientiouſly, to confider our fituation, like 
that of à city built upon an hill, expoſed alike to the obſervation of 
foes and friends; our conduct therefore liable to caſual cenſure, as 
well as entitled to, what the world is not very liberal of, juſt 
applauſe, —Be it however our buſineſs, it is moſt undoubtedly our 
trueſt glory, to deſerve it, to ſupport the reputation and dignity, 
we have hitherto maintained, of ſuperior learning and virtue, of 
unſhaken allegiance to our King, and above all, of fervent piety and 
devotion to God, that ſo, when we give up our accounts, at our 
Lord's coming, we may do it with joy, and not with grief, and fay, 
with the 200d ſteward, Thy talent Lord] hath gained ten talents. 
Then ſhall we beentitled to the reward, of all our labors, in that 
bleſſed ſentence, WELL DoNE, THOU GooD AND FAITHFUL | 
SERVANT! ENTER THOU INTO THE Jox or THY Lozp. 


RES. King GEORGE I. "dad for us | 30,000 choice books printed and 
manuſcript, collected by doctor Moor late biſhop of Eh, at the price of 
6, zool. he gave us alſo 2000. towards providing a proper repoſitory for them. 
He founded likewiſe a PRoFEsSORSHIP of modern Languages and Hiſtory, and for 
_ inftruQing twenty ſcholars gratis in the fame, with an annual ſtipend of 400l. and 
at the ſame time charged his revenue with a payment of 360/. annually, to twelve 
preachers in his royal chappel at Whitehall. Our preſent moſt gracious Sovereign 
King GEORGE II. gave us, when Prince of Wales, 10001. and 4000). more 
ace he came to the crown, out of his privy purſe. Commemoration Book. 


THE END. 
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